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INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204-2797

FRANK O’BANNON
GOVERNOR

My Fellow Hoosiers,

I constantly receive letters from Hoosiers of all ages and backgrounds, asking what they can do to
overcome the racial barriers that divide us.

That’s why I asked the Indiana Civil Rights Commission to compile a resource book of successful race
relations programs here in our state. With this collection of “best practices,” individuals, organizations
and communities can share ideas that work, then implement the activities that seem to fit best for them.

This book, the first of its kind, is being distributed to schools, libraries, mayors and other government
officials, law enforcement agencies, churches, service organizations and businesses throughout Indiana.
You can also find it on the Internet at www.state.in.us.icrc where we will keep updating it.

Incidentally, from President Clinton’s national Initiative on Race, there is a list of community race
relations programs and dialogues from all across the nation at www.whitehouse.gov/initiatives/one
america. Known as “Promising Practices,” this, too, can help communities start their own efforts to
promote racial diversity.

Amid the Hoosier traditions of hospitality and good will, there simply is no place for prejudice. As
Governor, I ask every Hoosier to help knock down the walls of prejudice. Prejudice harms our people
and divides our state. It deprives those who hate - as well as those who are hated - of the opportunities to
realize their full potential.

I present this book, Indiana’s Best Practices Celebrating Diversity: Many Communities...One Indi-
ana, in hope that it will increase mutual understanding and respect, and help us treasure our differences
rather than let those differences come between us.

                                                                                             Sincerely,

                                                                                             Frank O’Bannon

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

http://www.state.in.us./icrc/index.html


Indiana’s Best Practices Celebrating Diversity: Many
Communities...One Indiana is by no means inclusive of
all available resources or diversity activities occurring in
our state. Nor does the ICRC endorse one resource or ac-

                                                                                          Sandra D. Leek
                                                                                          Executive Director

As the Executive Director of the Indiana Civil Rights
Commission (ICRC), I am pleased that our agency was
chosen to produce a resource manual of racial diversity
programs and activities currently in progress throughout
the State of Indiana.

Dear Friends,

tivity over another.  Instead, we encourage you to pick and choose from these ideas and
materials to create a program which meets the specific needs of your community or organi-
zation.

Initially, we have identified 160 activities intended to improve race relations in 46 commu-
nities from throughout the state.  Many of these events began with the simple desire to
celebrate the achievements of minority populations.  Sometimes the community was moti-
vated to action in response to a proposed march by the Ku Klux Klan at the local court
house.  Frequently, employers acted pro-actively to prepare their work forces for successful
competition in the expanding global economy.  Many of these projects are based upon
religious and moral convictions that we are “our brothers keepers.”  Despite the varied
motivations for beginning the myriad of projects presented in this manual, a singular truth
predominates:  the success of these activities lies in their attendant processes of collabora-
tion, sharing, out reach, and leadership.

I invite you to share this book with friends and colleagues and to contribute information
about other activities you are currently aware of and as they may develop in the future.  It is
my hope that this manual stimulates a synergy that indeed binds us as One Indiana.

                                                                                          Very truly,

INDIANA
CIVIL
RIGHTS
COMMISSION FRANK O’BANNON, Governor

Sandra D. Leek, Executive Director
Indiana Governement Center North
100 N. Senate Avenue, Room N103
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Office:
Toll Free:
Hearing Impaired:
FAX

(317)   232-2600
(800)   628-2909
(800)   743-3333
(317)   232-6580





New Best Practices

To submit new Best Practices

will be updated periodically on the
IndianaCivilRight’sCommission’s
web site: http://www.state.in.us/icrc

Hard copy updates
will be mailed semi-annually.
To receive a hard copy, call or fax
mailing information to the ICRC.

use the form on the following page or
call ICRC to request a form.

Office: (317) 232-2600
Toll Free: (800) 628-2909

Hearing Impaired: (800) 743-3333
Fax: (317) 232-6580

http://www.state.in.us/icrc


Indiana’s Best Practices Celebrating Diversity
Racial/Ethnic Diversity Programs and Activities

To include your diversity program/activity in periodic updates of
Indiana’s Best Practices Celebrating Diversity return this form to:

Indiana Civil Rights Commission
Indiana’s Best Practices

Judy Kochanczyk
100 N. Senate Avenue, Rm: N103

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Program/Event Title:______________________________________________________________

Sponsoring Organization:___________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
                           Street                                           City                             State              ZipCode

_______________________________________________________________________________
             Telephone                         Fax                                E-mail                          Web Site

Contact Person:__________________________________________________________________
                                     Last Name                                                 First Name

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
                           Street                                           City                             State              ZipCode

_______________________________________________________________________________
             Telephone                                               Fax                                                      E-mail

Additional Contact Person:_________________________________________________________
                                                    Last Name                                   First Name

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
                           Street                                           City                             State              ZipCode

_______________________________________________________________________________
             Telephone                                               Fax                                                      E-mail

Office: (317) 232-2600
Toll Free: (800) 628-2909
Hearing Impaired: (800) 743-3333

Fax: (317) 232-6580
Web Site: http://www.ai.org/icrc/

Turn to back side...

http://www.ai.org/icrc/


Where/when do events/programs/services take place:____________________________________

Purpose/Mission:________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Description of event:______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
It would be helpful to include any informational attachments: announcement of event flier, copy of
program or agenda, newspaper articles concerning event, logo, etc.

Name of those people/organizations who helped organize/co-sponsor the activity: ______________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Funding/Donation sources:_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Size of audience/audience feedback from activity:_______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for other communities who would like to host a similar activity:___________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Anderson: Human Relations Department 18
Elkhart: Black Expo 19
Elkhart: NAACP 20
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Martinsville: First Presbyterian Church 50
Martinsville: Ministerial Alliance 49

INDIANA'S BEST PRACTICES
ACTIVITY LISTINGS
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DIALOGUE GROUPS
Anderson: YWCA 84
Bloomington: Community Services Council of Bloomington and Monroe County 85
Columbus: ACCEPT 86
Corydon: NETWORK 87
Corydon: South Harrison Community Schools 88
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Elkhart: Human Rights Commission 152
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Gary: YWCA 203
Greencastle: NAACP 91
Greencastle: DePauw University 53
Indianapolis: Hudson Institute, Race Relations Discussion Series 92
Indianapolis: YWCA 205
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Muncie: Human Rights Commission 96
Richmond: Human Rights Commission 97
South Bend: Human Rights Commission 98
South Bend: Indiana University 67
Terre Haute: Indiana State University 55
West Lafayette: Tippecanoe County Study Circles 94

DIVERSITY COALITIONS
Bloomington: Bloomington United 76
Carmel: Hamilton County Diversity Committee 99
Columbus: Cultural Awareness Committee 100
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Evansville: Diversity Network 102
Indianapolis: Finding Common Ground Initiative on Race Relations 103
Indianapolis: Greater Indianapolis Progress Committee 105
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Indianapolis: International Center of Indianapolis 116
Indianapolis: IPS Office of Multicultural Education 117
Indianapolis: Peace Learning Center 198
Indianapolis: Pike Township Schools 119
Indianapolis: Wayne Township Schools 120
Jeffersonville: "School Colors" Diversity Play 121
Lawrenceburg:  Black History Month 24
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Logansport: Community Schools Diversity Programs/Activities 122
Logansport: Native American Culture in Education 124
Martinsville: Diversity Initiatives 125
Terre Haute: Vigo County Schools Committee for Minority Recruitment 126

FIRE DEPARTMENTS
East Chicago 127
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Indianapolis: Hispanic Education Center 135
Kokomo: Indiana Migrant Head Start Program 137
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Lafayette: Community Family Resource Center 141
Lafayette: Latino Coalition of Tippecanoe County 142
Logansport: All Saints Parish 48
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Indianapolis: Indiana Division of Mental Health 185
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Indianapolis: Indiana Civil Rights Commission, Fair Housing Task Force 154
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Indianapolis: Sentry Home/HELP Realty 148
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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONS
Anderson 18
Bloomington 149
Columbus 150
East Chicago 151
Elkhart 152
Indiana Civil Rights Commission 153
Jeffersonville 164
Madison 25
Michigan City 155
Muncie 96,167
Richmond 97
South Bend 98

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Bloomington 157
Columbus 156
Elkhart 152
Gary 157
Indianapolis 158
Logansport 159

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATIONS
Anderson 161
Columbus 162
Fort Wayne 163
Indianapolis, State of Indiana 153
Jeffersonville 164
Marion 165
Martinsville 49
Michigan City 166
Muncie 167
South Bend 168

NAACP
Elkhart 20
Gary 144
Greencastle 91
Kokomo 23

NATIVE AMERICAN SERVICES & EVENTS
Indianapolis:  American Indian Center of Indiana 169
Indianapolis: Eitlejorg Museum 28
Lafayette: Museums at Prophetstown 170
Lebanon: American Indian Council 171
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Logansport: Little Turtle Waterway Corporation 124
Peru: Miami Nation of Indians of the State of Indiana 172

UNITED WAY AGENCIES
Bloomington: Community Services Council of Bloomington and Monroe County 85
Central Indiana 173
Fort Wayne 176

URBAN LEAGUES
South Bend 178

WORK ENVIRONMENTS
Columbus: Cummins Engine 179
East Chicago: Citywide Cultural Diversity Training 151
Fort Wayne: Norwest Bank 180
Indianapolis: BAA Indianapolis LLC 181
Indianapolis: Community Hospitals 182
Indianapolis: Dow Agro Sciences LLC 183
Indianapolis: Indiana Division of Mental Health 185
Indianapolis: Indiana State Personnel Department 187
Jeffersonville: American Commercial Lines 188
South Bend: Memorial Hospital & Health System 189
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East Chicago: African-American History Book Club 190
East Chicago: Cultural & Social Awareness Club 191
Gary: Northwest Indiana Arts & Humanities Consortium 192
Indianapolis: Children's Museum 193
Indianapolis: Heartland Film Festival; City at Peace Documentary Film 115
Indianapolis: Indiana Girl Scout Councils 195
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Indianapolis: 100 Black Men of Indianapolis 196
Indianapolis: Peace Learning Center 198
Indianapolis: Youth as Resources 199

YMCA
Indianapolis 200
Martinsville 80
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Anderson 84
Elkhart 201
Fort Wayne 202
Gary 203
Indianapolis 204
Lafayette 206
Richmond 207
Terre Haute 208
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ANDERSON
Human Relations Department 18
Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. Celebration 161
YWCA 84

BLOOMINGTON  
Bloomington United 76
Community Services Council of Bloomington and Monroe County 85
Human Rights Commission 149
Indiana University
     Asian Culture Center 57
     Groups Student Support Services Program 59
     Kwanzaa Inc. 61
     Office of African-American Affairs 63
     Office of Latino Affairs 65

CARMEL
Carmel Clay Chamber of Commerce 99
Carmel Clay School Diversity Committee 107
International Arts Festival 26
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church 128

COLUMBUS 
ACCEPT 86
Cultural Awareness Committee 100
Cummins Engine 179
First Presbyterian Church 36
Human Rights Commission 150
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 162
Police Department 156

CORYDON
NETWORK 87
South Harrison Community Schools 88

DELPHI
Head Start Hispanic Services 129

EAST CHICAGO
Association Benefiting Children of Puerto Rico 130
Bessie Owens Neighborhood Center 190
Fire Department 127
Heritage Hall Neighborhood Center 191
Human Rights Commission 151
Puerto Rican Parade & Cultural Organization 131

GEOGRAPHIC LISTINGS
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ELKHART
Black Expo 19
City of Peace Rally 78
Elkhart Community Schools 108
Human Rights Commission 152
NAACP 20
Reaching Common Ground 101
YWCA 201

EVANSVILLE
Diversity Network 102

FISHERS
Conner Prairie 27

FORT WAYNE
Allen County Local Education Fund 110
First Presbyterian Church 89
Fort Wayne Community Schools 112,113
Junior League 90
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 163
Norwest Bank 180
United Way of Allen County 176
YWCA 202

FRANKFORT
Hispanic Advisory Committee 79
Hispanic Community Services 132

GARY
Greater Northwest Indiana Association of REALTORS 143
City of Gary Harambee Celebration 21
Indiana NAACP Community Development Resource Center 144
Northwest Indiana Arts and Humanties Consortium 192
Police Department 157
YWCA 203

GOSHEN  
Goshen College 54

GREENCASTLE
DePauw University 53
NAACP 91

HAMMOND
Purdue Calumet 72
Indiana Chapter of National Conference of Puerto Rican Women 133

HOBART  
Hobart Middle School 114
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INDIANAPOLIS  
American Indian Center of Indiana 169
Asian Help Services 17
BAA Indianapolis LLC 181
Baha'i Spiritual Assembly 37
Builder's Association of Greater Indianapolis 146
Butler University 51
Castleton United Methodist Church 38
Celebration of Hope 39
Children's Museum 193
Community Hospital 182
Dow Agro Sciences LLC 183
Eiteljorg Museum 28
Episcopal Diocese Task Force on Racial Reconciliation 40
Finding Common Ground Initiative 103
Freetown Village 30
Greater Indianapolis Progress Committee; Race Relations Leadership Network 105
Guion Creek Middle School 22
Heartland Film Festival; City at Peace Documentary Film 115
Hispanic Center 134
Hispanic Education Center 135
Hudson Institute; Race Relations Discussion Series 92
Indiana Black Expo 32
Indiana Civil Rights Commission 153
Indiana Division of Mental Health 185
Indiana Girl Scouts Council 195
Indiana Partners for Christian Unity and Mission 41
Indiana/Purdue University; Multicultural Job Fair 68
Indianapolis Museum of Art 33
Interfaith Alliance 42
Interfaith Leadership Council on Racial Reconciliation 106
International Center of Indianapolis 116
Indianapolis Public Schools Office of Multicultural Education 117
IUPUI 69
Jesus the Messiah Church 43
Lawrence United Methodist Church 44
Martin University 70
Metropolitan Indianapolis Board of REALTORS 147
One Hundred Black Men 196
Peace Learning Center 198
Pike Township Schools 119
Police Department 158
Second Presbyterian Church 46
Sentry Homes/HELP Realty 148
St. John's Missionary Baptist Church 47
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State Personnel Department 187
United Way of Central Indiana 173
Wayne Township Schools 120
YMCA 200
Youth as Resources 199
YWCA 204

JEFFERSONVILLE  
American Commercial Lines 188
Concerned Citizens for Racial Harmony 93
Jeffersonville High School 121
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 164

KOKOMO
Indiana Migrant Head Start 137
Indiana University at Kokomo 66
NAACP 23
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 139

LAFAYETTE
Community Family Resource Center 141
Latino Coalition of Tippecanoe County 142
Museums at Prophetstown 170
YWCA 206

LAWRENCEBURG
Greendale Middle School 24

LEBANON
American Indian Council 171

LOGANSPORT
All Saints Parish 48
Community School Corporation 122
Little Turtle Waterway Corporation 124
Performing Arts Council 34
State Police 159

MADISON
Human Relations Commission 25

MARION
Grant County Ethnic Diversity Task Force 95
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 165
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MARTINSVILLE
Faith Church 50
First Presbyterian Church 50
Metropolitan School District of Martinsville 125
Ministerial Association 49
PRIDE 80
YMCA 80

MICHIGAN CITY
Human Rights Commission 155
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 166

MISHAWAKA
CURE Rally 82

MUNCIE
Human Rights Commission 96,167
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 167

PERU
Miami Nation of Indians of the State of Indiana 172

RENSSELAER
Cultural Diversity Fair 83

RICHMOND
Human Rights Commission 97
YWCA 207

SOUTH BEND
Human Rights Commission 98
Indiana University 67
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 168
Memorial Hospital 189
Urban League 178

TERRE HAUTE
Indiana State University 55
Vigo County Schools 126
YWCA 208

WEST LAFAYETTE
City of West Lafayette and West Lafayette Parks & Recreation Department 35
Purdue University:
     Black Cultural Center 73
     International Center 74
Tippecanoe County Study Circles 94
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